BEHOLD, THE LION THAT IS FROM THE TRIBE OF JUDAH,
THE ROOT OF DAVID, HAS OVERCOME. (REV 5:5)
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ABRAHAM

The God of glory appeared to Abraham when he was in Mesopotamia, before he
lived in Haran, and said to him, “Leave your country and your relatives, and
come into the land that I will show you.” Then he left the land of the Chaldeans
and settled in Haran. From there, after his father died, God had him move to
Canaan. But He gave him no inheritance in it, not even a foot of ground, and
yet, even when he had no child, He promised that He would give it to him as a
possession, and to his descendants after him. But God spoke to this effect, that
his descendants would be aliens in a foreign land, and that they would be
enslaved and mistreated for four hundred years. “And whatever nation to
which they will be in bondage I Myself will judge,” said God, “and after that
they will come out and serve Me in this place.” And He gave him the covenant
of circumcision; and so Abraham became the father of Isaac, and circumcised
him on the eighth day; and Isaac became the father of Jacob, and Jacob of the
twelve patriarchs.

The patriarchs became jealous of Joseph their brother and sold him into Egypt.
Yet God was with him, and rescued him from all his afflictions, and granted
him favor and wisdom in the sight of Pharaoh, king of Egypt, and he made him
governor over Egypt and all his household. Now a famine came over all Egypt
and Canaan, and great affliction with it, and the patriarchs could find no food.
But when Jacob heard that there was grain in Egypt, he sent the patriarchs
there the first time. On the second visit Joseph made himself known to his
brothers, and Joseph's family was disclosed to Pharaoh. Then Joseph sent word
and invited Jacob his father and all his relatives to come to him, seventy-five
persons in all. And Jacob went down to Egypt and there he and the patriarchs
died. From there they were removed to Shechem and laid in the tomb which
Abraham had purchased for a sum of money from the sons of Hamor in
Shechem. But as the time of the promise was approaching which God had
assured to Abraham, the Israelites increased and multiplied in Egypt, until
there arose another king over Egypt who knew nothing about Joseph. It was he
who took shrewd advantage of the Israelites and mistreated them so that they
would expose their infants and they would not survive.

MOSES

It was at this time that Moses was born; and he was lovely in the sight of God,
and he was nurtured three months in his father's home. And after he had been
set outside, Pharaoh's daughter took him away and nurtured him as her own
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son. Moses was educated in all the learning of the Egyptians, and he was a man
of power in words and deeds. But when he was approaching the age of forty, it
entered his mind to visit his brethren, the sons of Israel. And when he saw one
of them being treated unjustly, he defended him and took vengeance for the
oppressed by striking down the Egyptian. And he supposed that his brethren
understood that God was granting them deliverance through him, but they did
not understand. On the following day he appeared to them as they were
fighting together, and he tried to reconcile them in peace, saying, “Men, you are
brethren, why do you injure one another?” But the one who was injuring his
neighbor pushed him away, saying, “Who made you a ruler and judge over us?
You do not mean to kill me as you killed the Egyptian yesterday, do you?” At
this remark, Moses fled and became an alien in the land of Midian, where he
became the father of two sons.

After forty years had passed, an angel appeared to him in the wilderness of
Mount Sinai, in the flame of a burning thorn bush. When Moses saw it, he
marveled at the sight; and as he approached to look more closely, there came
the voice of the Lord: “I am the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham and
Isaac and Jacob.” Moses shook with fear and would not venture to look. But the
Lord said to him, “Take off the sandals from your feet, for the place on which
you are standing is holy ground. I have certainly seen the oppression of my
people in Egypt and have heard their groans, and I have come down to rescue
them; come now, and I will send you to Egypt.”

EXIT EGYPT

This Moses whom they disowned, saying, “Who made you a ruler and a judge?”
is the one whom God sent to be both a ruler and a deliverer with the help of
the angel who appeared to him in the thorn bush. This man led them out,
performing wonders and signs in the land of Egypt and in the Red Sea and in
the wilderness for forty years. This is the Moses who said to the sons of Israel,
“God will raise up for you a Prophet like me from your brethren.” This is the
one who was in the congregation in the wilderness together with the angel who
was speaking to him on Mount Sinai, and who was with the Israelites; and he
received living oracles to pass on to them. The Israelites were unwilling to be
obedient to him, but repudiated him and in their hearts turned back to Egypt,
saying to Aaron, “Make for us gods who will go before us; for this Moses who
led us out of the land of Egypt -- we do not know what happened to him.” At
that time they made a calf and brought a sacrifice to the idol, and were
rejoicing in the works of their hands.

MIRACULOUS NATION

But God turned away and delivered them up to serve the host of heaven; as it is
written in the book of the prophets, “It was not to me that you offered victims
and sacrifices forty years in the wilderness, was it, O house of Israel? You also
took along the tabernacle of Moloch and the star of the god Rompha, the
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images which you made to worship. I also will remove you beyond Babylon.”
The Israelites had the tabernacle of testimony in the wilderness, just as He who
spoke to Moses directed him to make it according to the pattern which he had
seen. And having received it in their turn, the Israelites brought it in with
Joshua upon dispossessing the nations whom God drove out before them, until
the time of David. David found favor in God's sight, and asked that he might
find a dwelling place for the God of Jacob. But it was Solomon who built a
house for Him. However, the Most High does not dwell in houses made by
human hands; as the prophet says: “Heaven is My throne, and earth is the
footstool of My feet; what kind of house will you build for Me?” says the Lord,
“Or what place is there for My repose? Was it not My hand which made all these
things?”

The God of this people Israel chose them and made the people great during
their stay in the land of Egypt, and with an uplifted arm He led them out from
it. For a period of about forty years He put up with them in the wilderness.
When He had destroyed seven nations in the land of Canaan, He distributed
their land as an inheritance -- all of which took about four hundred and fifty
years. After these things He gave them judges until Samuel the prophet. Then
they asked for a king, and God gave them Saul the son of Kish, a man of the
tribe of Benjamin, for forty years. After He had removed him, He raised up
David to be their king, concerning whom He also testified and said, “I have
found David the son of Jesse, a man after My heart, who will do all My will.”

From the descendants of David, according to promise, God has brought to the
world a Savior, Jesus, after John had proclaimed before His coming a baptism
of repentance to all the people of Israel. You yourselves know the thing which
took place throughout all Judea, starting from Galilee, after the baptism which
John proclaimed. And while John was completing his course, he kept saying,
“What do you suppose that I am? I am not He. But behold, one is coming after
me the sandals of whose feet I am not worthy to untie.”

You know of Jesus of Nazareth, how God anointed Him with the Holy Spirit and
with power, and how He went about doing good and healing all who were
oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him. There were many witnesses of
all the things He did both in the land of the Jews and in Jerusalem.

JESUS CHRIST

Listen to these words: Jesus the Nazarene, a man attested to you by God with
miracles and wonders and signs which God performed through Him, just as
you yourselves know -- this Man, delivered over by the predetermined plan and
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foreknowledge of God, was nailed to a cross by the hands of godless men and
put to death.

For those who lived in Jerusalem, and their rulers, recognizing neither Him nor
the utterances of the prophets which they read every Sabbath, fulfilled these by
condemning Him. And though they found no ground for putting Him to death,
they asked Pilate that He be executed. He is the stone which was rejected by the
builders, but which became the chief corner stone. When they had carried out
all that was written concerning Him, they took Him down from the cross and
laid Him in a tomb.

But God raised Him from the dead; and for many days He appeared to the
Apostles who came up with Him from Galilee to Jerusalem, the very ones who
are now His witnesses to the people; and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has
given to those who obey Him. God raised Him up on the third day and granted
that He become visible, not to all the people, but to witnesses who were chosen
beforehand by God, that is, to those who ate and drank with Him after He arose
from the dead. And He ordered them to preach to the people, and solemnly to
testify that this is the One who has been appointed by God as Judge of the
living and the dead.

The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob has glorified His servant Jesus, the one
whom the Israelites delivered and disowned in the presence of Pilate, when he
had decided to release Him. But they disowned the Holy and Righteous One and
asked for a murderer to be granted to them, but put to death the Prince of life
by hanging Him on a cross, the one whom God raised from the dead, a fact to
which there are many witnesses.

And we preach to you the good news of the promise made to the fathers, that
God has fulfilled this promise in that He raised up Jesus. He is the one whom
God exalted to His right hand as a Prince and a Savior, to grant repentance to
the world, and forgiveness of sins. God raised up His Servant and sent Him to
bless us by turning every one of us from our wicked ways. We are the heirs of
the covenant which God made with Abraham saying, “And in your seed all the
families of the earth shall be blessed.”

PROPHET, PRINCE, AND SAVIOR

Moses said, “The Lord God will raise up for you a Prophet like me from your
brethren; to Him you shall give heed to everything He says to you. And it will
be that every soul that does not heed that prophet shall be utterly destroyed
from among the people.”

And likewise, all the prophets who have spoken, from Samuel and his
successors onward, also announced these days. These things which God
announced beforehand by the mouth of all the prophets, that His Christ would
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suffer, He has thus fulfilled. And God raised Him up again, putting an end to
the agony of death, since it was impossible for Him to be held in its power.

As for the fact that He raised Him up from the dead, no longer to return to
decay, He has spoken in this way: “I will give you the holy and sure blessings of
David.” Therefore He also says in another Psalm, “You will not allow Your holy
one to undergo decay.” For David, after he had served the purpose of God in
his own generation, fell asleep, and was laid among his fathers and underwent
decay; but He whom God raised did not undergo decay.

For it was not David who ascended into heaven, but he himself says: “The Lord
said to my lord, ‘Sit at my right hand, until I make your enemies a footstool for
your feet.”” And so, because he was a prophet and knew that God had sworn to
him with an oath to seat one of his descendants on his throne, he looked ahead
and spoke of the resurrection of the Christ. This Jesus God raised up again, to
which there are many witnesses. Therefore let everyone know for certain that
God has made Him both Lord and Christ -- this Jesus who was crucified.

Of Him all the prophets bear witness that through His name everyone who
believes in Him receives forgiveness of sins, and through Him everyone who
believes is freed from all things, from which you could not be freed through the
Law of Moses. Therefore take heed, so that the thing spoken of in the Prophets
may not come upon you: “Behold, you scoffers, and marvel, and perish; for I am
accomplishing a work in your days, a work which you will never believe, though
someone should describe it to you.” You men who are stiff-necked and
uncircumcised in heart and ears are always resisting the Holy Spirit; you are
doing just as the Israelites did. Which one of the prophets did the Israelites not
persecute? They killed those who had previously announced the coming of the
Righteous One, whose betrayers and murderers they have now become; those
who received the law as ordained by angels, and yet did not keep it.

Brethren, those among you who fear God, to us the message of this salvation
has been sent. And there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name
under heaven that has been given among men by which we must be saved. God
is not one to show partiality, but in every nation the man who fears Him and
does what is right is welcome to Him. Therefore having been exalted to the
right hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy
Spirit, He has poured forth His Spirit into the hearts of men everywhere who
obey Him.

Therefore repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the
forgiveness of your sins so that your sins may be wiped away; and you will
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit in order that times of refreshing may come
from the presence of the Lord; and that He may send Jesus, the Christ
appointed for you. Be saved from this perverse generation!
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So then, those who had received his word were baptized; and that day there
were added about three thousand souls. They were continually devoting
themselves to the apostles' teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread
and to prayer. Everyone kept feeling a sense of awe; and many wonders and
signs were taking place through the apostles. And all those who had believed
were together and had all things in common; and they began selling their
property and possessions and were sharing them with all, as anyone might
have need. Day by day continuing with one mind in the temple, and breaking
bread from house to house, they were taking their meals together with
gladness and sincerity of heart, praising God and having favor with all the
people. And the Lord was adding to their number day by day those who were
being saved.

As they were speaking to the people, the priests and the captain of the temple
guard and the Sadducees came up to them, being greatly disturbed because
they were teaching the people and proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection from
the dead. And they laid hands on them and put them in jail until the next day,
for it was already evening. When they had summoned them, they commanded
them not to speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus. But Peter and John
answered and said to them, “Whether it is right in the sight of God to give heed
to you rather than to God, you be the judge; for we cannot stop speaking about
what we have seen and heard.” When they had threatened them further, they
let them go.

But many of those who had heard the message believed; and the number of the
men came to be about five thousand. And all the more believers in the Lord,
multitudes of men and women, were constantly added to their number.

TRIALS CONTINUE

But the high priest rose up, along with all his associates (that is the sect of the
Sadducees), and they were filled with jealousy. They laid hands on the apostles
and put them in a public jail. But during the night an angel of the Lord opened
the gates of the prison, and taking them out he said, “Go, stand and speak to
the people in the temple the whole message of this Life.” Upon hearing this,
they entered into the temple about daybreak and began to teach.

Now when the high priest and his associates came, they called the Council
together, even all the Senate of the sons of Israel, and sent orders to the prison
house for them to be brought. But the officers who came did not find them in
the prison; and they returned and reported back, saying, “We found the prison
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house locked quite securely and the guards standing at the doors; but when we
had opened up, we found no one inside.” Now when the captain of the temple
guard and the chief priests heard these words, they were greatly perplexed
about them as to what would come of this.

But someone came and reported to them, “The men whom you put in prison
are standing in the temple and teaching the people!” Then the captain went
along with the officers and proceeded to bring them back without violence (for
they were afraid of the people, that they might be stoned). When they had
brought them, they stood them before the Council. The high priest questioned
them, saying, “We gave you strict orders not to continue teaching in this name,
and yet, you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and intend to bring this
man's blood upon us.” But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey
God rather than men.”

When they heard this, they were cut to the quick and intended to kill them. But
a Pharisee named Gamaliel, a teacher of the Law, respected by all the people,
stood up in the Council and gave orders to put the men outside for a short
time. And he said to them, “Men of Israel, take care what you propose to do
with these men. For some time ago Theudas rose up, claiming to be somebody,
and a group of about four hundred men joined up with him. But he was killed,
and all who followed him were dispersed and came to nothing. After this man,
Judas of Galilee rose up in the days of the census and drew away some people
after him; he too perished, and all those who followed him were scattered. So in
the present case, I say to you, stay away from these men and let them alone, for
if this plan or action is of men, it will be overthrown; but if it is of God, you will
not be able to overthrow them; or else you may even be found fighting against
God.” They took his advice; and after calling the apostles in, they flogged them
and ordered them not to speak in the name of Jesus, and then released them.
So they went on their way from the presence of the Council, rejoicing that they
had been considered worthy to suffer shame for His name. And every day, in
the temple and from house to house, they kept right on teaching and preaching
Jesus as the Christ.

The word of God kept on spreading; and the number of the disciples continued
to increase greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests were becoming
obedient to the faith. And Stephen, full of grace and power, was performing
great wonders and signs among the people. But some men from what was
called the Synagogue of the Freedmen, including both Cyrenians and
Alexandrians, and some from Cilicia and Asia, rose up and argued with
Stephen. But they were unable to cope with the wisdom and the Spirit with
which he was speaking.

They cried out with a loud voice, and covered their ears and rushed at him with
one impulse. When they had driven him out of the city, they began stoning him;
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and the witnesses laid aside their robes at the feet of a young man named Saul.
They went on stoning Stephen as he called on the Lord and said, “Lord Jesus,
receive my spirit!” Then falling on his knees, he cried out with a loud voice,
“Lord, do not hold this sin against them!” Having said this, he fell asleep. Saul
was in hearty agreement with putting him to death. And on that day a great
persecution began against the church in Jerusalem, and they were all scattered
throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles. Some devout
men buried Stephen, and made loud lamentation over him. But Saul began
ravaging the church, entering house after house, and dragging off men and
women, he would put them in prison. Therefore, those who had been scattered
went about preaching the word.

SAUL’S WITNESS:

This I admit to you, that according to the Way which they call a sect I do serve
the God of our fathers, believing everything that is in accordance with the Law
and that is written in the Prophets; having a hope in God, that there shall
certainly be a resurrection of both the righteous and the wicked. In view of this,
I also do my best to maintain always a blameless conscience both before God
and before men.

So then, all Jews know my manner of life from my youth up, which from the
beginning was spent among my own nation and at Jerusalem; since they have
known about me for a long time, if they are willing to testify, that I lived as a
Pharisee according to the strictest sect of our religion. I am a Jew, born in
Tarsus of Cilicia, but brought up in Jerusalem, educated under Gamaliel,
strictly according to the law of our fathers, being zealous for God just as you
all are today. I persecuted this Way to the death, binding and putting both men
and women into prisons, as also the high priest and all the Council of the
elders can testify.

ROAD TO DAMASCUS

So then, I thought to myself that I had to do many things hostile to the name of
Jesus of Nazareth. And this is just what I did in Jerusalem; not only did I lock
up many of the saints in prisons, having received authority from the chief
priests, but also when they were being put to death I cast my vote against them.
And as I punished them often in all the synagogues, I tried to force them to
blaspheme; and being furiously enraged at them, I kept pursuing them even to
foreign cities in order to bring even those who were there to Jerusalem as
prisoners to be punished. While so engaged as I was journeying to Damascus
with the authority and commission of the chief priests, at midday, I saw on the
way a light from heaven, brighter than the sun, shining all around me and
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those who were journeying with me. And when we had all fallen to the ground,
I heard a voice saying to me in the Hebrew dialect, “Saul, Saul, why are you
persecuting Me? It is hard for you to kick against the goads.” And I said, “Who
are You, Lord?” And the Lord said, “I am Jesus whom you are persecuting. But
get up and stand on your feet; for this purpose I have appeared to you, to
appoint you a minister and a witness not only to the things which you have
seen, but also to the things in which I will appear to you; rescuing you from the
Jewish people and from the Gentiles, to whom I am sending you, to open their
eyes so that they may turn from darkness to light and from the dominion of
Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance
among those who have been sanctified by faith in Me.”

And those who were with me saw the light, to be sure, but did not understand
the voice of the One who was speaking to me. And I said, “What shall I do,
Lord?” And the Lord said to me, “Get up and go on into Damascus, and there
you will be told of all that has been appointed for you to do.” But since I could
not see because of the brightness of that light, I was led by the hand by those
who were with me and came into Damascus. A certain Ananias, a man who was
devout by the standard of the Law, and well spoken of by all the Jews who lived
there, came to me, and standing near said to me, “Brother Saul, receive your
sight!” And at that very time I looked up at him. And he said, “The God of our
fathers has appointed you to know His will and to see the Righteous One and to
hear an utterance from His mouth. For you will be a witness for Him to all men
of what you have seen and heard. Now why do you delay? Get up and be
baptized, and wash away your sins, calling on His name.” So, I did not prove
disobedient, but kept declaring both to those of Damascus first, and also at
Jerusalem and then throughout all the region of Judea, and even to the
Gentiles, that they should repent and turn to God, performing deeds
appropriate to repentance.

FRUIT OF THE LIGHT

It happened when I returned to Jerusalem and was praying in the temple, that I
fell into a trance, and I saw Him saying to me, “Make haste, and get out of
Jerusalem quickly, because they will not accept your testimony about Me.” And
I said, “Lord, they themselves understand that in one synagogue after another I
used to imprison and beat those who believed in You. And when the blood of
Your witness Stephen was being shed, I also was standing by approving, and
watching out for the coats of those who were slaying him.” And He said to me,
“Go! For I will send you far away to the Gentiles.” So, having obtained help from
God, I stand to this day testifying both to small and great, stating nothing but
what the Prophets and Moses said was going to take place; that the Christ was
to suffer, and that by reason of His resurrection from the dead He would be the
first to proclaim light both to the Jewish people and to the Gentiles.
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For this reason some Jews seized me in the temple and tried to put me to
death. And now I am standing trial for the hope of the promise made by God to
our fathers; the promise to which our twelve tribes hope to attain, as they
earnestly serve God night and day. And for this hope, I am being accused by
Jews. Why is it considered incredible among you people if God does raise the
dead?

The God who made the world and all things in it, since He is Lord of heaven
and earth, does not dwell in temples made with hands; nor is He served by
human hands, as though He needed anything, since He Himself gives to all
people life and breath and all things; and He made from one man every nation
of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having determined their
appointed times and the boundaries of their habitation, that they would seek
God, if perhaps they might grope for Him and find Him, though He is not far
from each one of us; for in Him we live and move and exist, for we also are His
children. Being then the children of God, we ought not to think that the Divine
Nature is like gold or silver or stone, an image formed by the art and thought
of man. Therefore having overlooked the times of ignorance, God is now
declaring to men that all people everywhere should repent, because He has
fixed a day in which He will judge the world in righteousness through a Man
whom He has appointed, having furnished proof to all men by raising Him
from the dead.

Paul was continually discussing righteousness, self-control and the judgment to
come; explaining to people by solemnly testifying about the kingdom of God
and trying to persuade them concerning Jesus, from both the Law of Moses and
from the Prophets. Someone said to him, “Paul, you are out of your mind! Your
great learning is driving you mad.” But Paul said, “I am not out of my mind, but
I utter words of sober truth. For you know about these matters, and I speak to
you also with confidence, since I am persuaded that none of these things
escape your notice; for this has not been done in a corner. Do you believe the
Prophets? I know that you do.” To which they responded, “In a short time you
will persuade me to become a Christian.”

THE PRECEDING WAS ADAPTED ENTIRELY FROM THE BOOK OF ACTS.

Jesus started a spiritual revolution that continues to spread around the world!
He rejected the host of extra-biblical traditions invented and imposed by
hypocritical religious authorities. This is one of the reasons they rejected and
crucified Him. He taught His followers how to overcome the fear and
intimidation of men. So in spite of severe persecution, they carried on the fight.
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Those who believed the good story told it to everyone. They changed their
mind about behaviors that were destructive to their stewardships and their
relationships with God and others, and they committed to learning a new
lifestyle.

They were baptized by faith and their sins were washed away (acts 22:16); their
conscience was cleansed of guilt a pet 3:21); they received a new Holy Spirit, the
blessing of Abraham (acts 2:38-39; Gal 3:14, 26-27); they were anointed a priest ( cor 1:21-
22; 1 Pet 2:4-10); and were given a gift to serve others ( pet 4:7-11).

Their lives were transformed as they exercised their gifts in continual devotion
to God. They helped each other to grow spiritually and stay engaged and
involved in meaningful work. Their lives were lived as a community, and they
admonished each other as needed.

Day by day, from house to house, they met for fellowship, prayer, studying the
word of God, and on the first day of the week they gathered to eat the Lord’s
Supper. (see 1 cor 10-14) This was like a family get-together in someone’s home to
enjoy a love feast, and each had a psalm, a teaching, an exhortation.

They practiced telling the story to each other and others. Each church was
accountable directly to God and responsible for sending out evangelism teams.
The lifestyle and financial sacrifices that were made by all enabled the story to
spread all over the world. These saints were holy new creatures that had been
set free from manmade religion to demonstrate their love for God.

Hundreds of years later, power-hungry men claimed to rule the universal
church. Through political manipulation they made it illegal for any but
themselves to own Bibles, they invented a host of extra-biblical traditions, and
they persecuted any who didn’t submit to their reign of darkness (known as the
dark ages). Catholic means universal; hence the Catholic Church.

Hundreds of years later, the Protestant Reformation was an effort to reform the
Catholic Church. But this ended up forming denominations, each protesting
various Catholic traditions while keeping others. These denominations each
developed differing creeds and authority structures. In Protestant countries,
many who did not submit to their reign were persecuted.

Hundreds of years later, the Restoration Movement quit trying to reform the
traditions and creeds of men and attempted a simple and genuine obedience to
the Bible. A wide cross-section of people from different denominations and
countries, many unknown to each other, rejected many more Catholic
traditions. The main thrust of the Restoration Movement was a plea to return
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to the word of God as the basis for unity among believers and as the sole
authority in everything pertaining to life and godliness.

THE SPIRITUAL REVOLUTION

Today, the good story is spreading fastest in places where the trappings of
manmade religion are not imposed and believers feel free to learn and apply
the word of God to their unique circumstances. Once again there is an
emerging movement of people around the world who are trying to imitate the
New Testament church. More practices that date back to the Catholic Church
are being rejected, including rigid ceremonial assemblies and the clergy/laity
format where the masses pack the pews while the professionals tell them what
to think, or just tickle their ears with entertainment.

You can still visit just about any denomination and get some variation of the
same basic format that goes something like this: Sunday school hour followed
by the main assembly hour which usually includes a prayer, a few songs,
communion and/or a collection, and a sermon. Where did this format come
from? Not the Bible. Why do so many maintain this rigid ritual as if it were a
sacred ceremony? Those wanting to differentiate themselves from manmade
religions should be asking many such questions.

Jesus said, “This people honors Me with their lips, but their heart is far away
from Me. But in vain do they worship Me, teaching as doctrines the precepts of

men. Neglecting the commandment of God, you hold to the tradition of men.”
(Mark 7:6-8)

Those who unquestioningly follow traditions go through the motions in vain,
because their heart ends up far away from God. Those who believe God believe
that His ways and thoughts are better than man’s. (See Isa 55:6-11)

Jesus also said, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. Go
therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I

commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” (Matt
28:18-20)

With primitive means, the first century church reached all the nations in one
generation! Why haven’t we? Compared with how they did it, it appears that the
task goes unfinished today because the traditions of men still consume the
focus, effort, and resources of so many.

Now you know the rest of the story. You know how we got so far from the
simple Biblical pattern that was easily duplicated throughout the first century
world in one generation. The church today, just like the Judaism of Jesus’ day,
is burdened with a host of extra-biblical traditions invented and imposed by
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hypocritical religious authorities. Spreading their religion is overwhelmingly
more complicated than telling the good story.

Why not join the growing movement of people around the world who are
rejecting manmade religion in favor of pursuing genuine spirituality? Why not
join the spiritual revolution?

Here’s what you need to do: party! I'm serious and I'm sorry if you need to alter
your perception of a party or of Christianity. Get some friends or family
together for storytelling and small group discussion. Tell the good story that
was told by the first century church and recorded in the book of Acts.

Storying is a fun and effective way to learn and share the word of God.
Leadership training is part of the process. People easily get stories and are able
to tell them to others. Most people (70%) learn best through group discussion;
and learning retention is highest (90%) for those sharing with others.

The five short stories that make up the good story lay a solid foundation. They
give an overview of the Bible and build faith in Jesus Christ. You can take turns
telling one story per session, or tell them all in one session. Once you learn
storying you’ll be able to edify others with innumerable Bible stories.

The first century church learned from Jesus. Scripture records about 40 stories
that He told. There’s not much you can’t teach with a story. The good story
produced a degree of hope and faith that many thousands were willing to die
for. It was proclaimed in all creation under heaven. This generation needs it!

TYPICAL STORYING SESSION
* You don't have to tell the story verbatim, but do tell it (5-15 min.) rather
than reading it. You'll increase your effectiveness with eye contact and
dramatization. Listening first will help you get it better.
« Read the Biblical account ahead of time so you’ll be able to add details
and connect each story with the previous one and with the Bible.
« Tell the audience (of one or more) ahead of time that you will ask them
to retell the story and report anything that was added or left out.
e To bring out the truth, ask discussion questions (15-45 min.) such as:
o What did we learn about God and man?
o What questions did this raise, what did you learn new, or what
stood out for you?
o How does it apply to my life and what should I do differently or
better?
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o When do you want to hear the next story?

It’s simple, it’s duplicable, and it works. Try it this week. Practice with your
family. Practice with your friends. Practice with your neighbors. Take initiative.
Tell the world.

“I’'VE NEVER SEEN YOUNG AND OLD ALIKE SO INTERESTED IN

PURSUING GOD TOGETHER. THIS IS THE WAY IT WAS MEANT TO BE!”

"For where two or three have gathered together in My name, I am there in their
midst." Matt 18:20)

Key points and/or scriptures storytellers may want to bring out during
discussion:

The promise to Abraham.

I wonder what happens next??? Leave them wanting more.

When do you want to hear the next story? In a minute? In a day? In a
week?

Who do you know that we can share the story with?

Homework: read Genesis to get the whole story.

How many of the Ten Commandments can you name? (See Exodus 20)

If you were judged by the Ten Commandments, would you be innocent or
guilty?

This is the bad news. The next story is the good news.

Homework: read Exodus to get the whole story.

Jesus is Lord and Christ.

Want to see some prophesies of the Christ written 700 years in advance?
Isaiah 9:6-7; 7:14 (Matthew 1:23).

Homework: read Matthew to get the whole story.

Those who had received his word were baptized; and that day there were
added about three thousand souls. They were continually devoting
themselves to the apostles' teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of
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bread and to prayer... And the Lord was adding to their number day by
day those who were being saved. (Acts 2:41-47)

« Why not follow this simple example? It was good enough for the first
century church.

Who do you know that you can share the story with?

 Homework: read Acts 1-8 to get the whole story.

e Do you believe the prophets?

« Now why do you delay? Get up and be baptized, and wash away your
sins, calling on His name. (acts 22:16)

e By this point you should know who’s interested in moving into a deeper
study and relationship with God.

« Homework: read Acts 9-28 to get the whole story.

YOU WILL DEVELOP A HIGHLY RELATIONAL HOME CHURCH.
A.K.A. INTENTIONAL, PRISTINE CHRISTIANITY!

Do you have any questions that we haven’t answered? Would you like to tell us
how good or bad we are and how we can do better? Give us feedback at
JesusForKing.com, plus get twenty additional lessons for use in small groups.

Visit now and get four . .
revolutionary study guides: || Jesus For King | Transformation

JesusForKin g.com || Spiritual Warfare | Full Stewardship

Enlightened. Empowered. Equipped.
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